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The port of Napier on the east coast of the North Island.

»

Find If, Read It,

Draw I, MAPIT

Napier City’s new GIS will form the basis of
its I'T system.

in Napier is cumbersome, time consuming and difficult.

Information is stored in the local council’s hardcopy files,

in Napier Computer Systems (NCS) databases, in MaplInfo spa-

tial databases, as well as in numerous reports and papers, and

ersonnel knowledge banks. These sources are not found in one

cation, but are scattered around the different council build-
ings in cabinets, computers or rooms.

This disjointed process of data collection invariably leads to
information being missed and inappropriate decisions being
made. This leaves the council open to costly lawsuits and a tar-
nished reputation.

The solution: council staff need to be able to go to one
source to access as much information as possible about a prop-
erty or properties. The Planning Department’s GIS Services
brainstormed the idea of developing a one-stop shop informa-
tion source. These sessions concluded that any kind of GIS
application had to be functional. It had to provide a turnkey
solution. It had to be easy to use. [t had to provide access to all
digital information sources within council {including GIS),
improve internal work flows and processes, enhance council ser-
vice both internally and externally, and be able to search by
property.

The application that evolved from this process was called
MAPIT. The specification for MAPIT had four major require-
ments. The browser had to be able to search for a property using
address, legal description and valuation number. It had to be
able to access Maplnfo GIS layers, turn these mapping layers on
and off, zoom in, zoom out, be able to move around the map

TO FIND all the information about a particular property

screen, and print out a map to a particular scale on a predefined
layout. It had to have ‘live’ linkages to the NCS regulatory and
rates databases, Maplnfo Hazard Register and Special Features
tab files, and to the Microsoft Access File Index. Finally, the
application had to be Internet/intranet enabled, use industry -
standard software, cater for application expansion and growth,
and be owned by the council, so that additions and changes
could be made as required.

We decided to use Maplnfo’s MapXtreme for Java Version 1
as the basis of MAPIT. MapXtreme is designed to integrate map-
ping and the web. During the development of MAPIT, Version
2 of MapXtreme became available and was adopted as the plat-
form.

council staff need to be able to go to one
source to access as much information as
possible about a property or properties...

The benefit of selecting MapXtreme for Java software is that
it can be used on either an NT or a Unix platform, and it pro-
vides an easy solution for integrating spatial and text data.
Connectivity to data held in the GIS and NCS databases is
dynamically live. There are no data dumps running overnight.
What you see on the screen is right up to the minute. Other
benefits are that it is fast — queries are processed on the server,
not on the client, minimising the amount of traffic on the net-
work. It also provides for future growth options, such as inter-
facing with the Oracle-based SpatialWare product being used by
the asset department’s I'T section.
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